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LOVE him or loathe him, John Lydon has made 
a major contribution to the culture of our times.  
More than 40 years since he exploded into public 
consciousness as Johnny Rotten, snarling vocalist of 
iconoclastic punk band The Sex Pistols, he remains a 
�P�X�F�K���W�D�O�N�H�G���D�E�R�X�W�����R�I�W�H�Q���G�L�Y�L�V�L�Y�H���¿�J�X�U�H��
Despite an inclination to court publicity through making 
controversial statements akin to those that have 
punctured the reputation of ex-Smiths singer Morrissey, 
Lydon seems to thrive on adversity and always has. 
Ever his own man, he walked away from The Sex Pistols 
following a tumultuous US tour, when manager Malcolm 
Mclaren pulled one stunt too many in announcing the 
�E�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���À�\�L�Q�J���W�R���%�U�D�]�L�O���W�R���U�H�F�R�U�G���Z�L�W�K���*�U�H�D�W���7�U�D�L�Q���U�R�E�E�H�U��
�5�R�Q�Q�L�H���%�L�J�J�V��
While his bandmates jetted off to Rio, Lydon returned 
alone to London. He could have taken the easy option, 
gathered together a few new wavey musicians and 
churned out a Sex Pistols Mk II that might have sunk 
without trace. Instead, he formed Public Image Limited 
���3�L�/�����D�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
recordings of that era. 

Fast forward to 2018, the post-punk behemoth that is 
�3�X�E�O�L�F���,�P�D�J�H���/�L�P�L�W�H�G���U�R�O�O�V���L�Q�W�R���$�E�H�U�G�H�H�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H��
since 1986, when a tumultuous appearance at the late, 
lamented Capitol went so utterly pear-shaped, Lydon 
vowed he’d never return to the city.
�,�W���K�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���E�X�W���K�H�¶�V���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�O�H�Q�W�H�G�����O�H�D�G�L�Q�J��
his band onstage at The Assembly, a former cinema fast 
becoming one of the city’s best smaller venues. Tonight, 
the place is rammed, and Lydon and his crew are greeted 
with an almighty roar. 
A quick, “Hello Aberdeen,” and PiL launch into a 
fullblooded, entirely apt version of 1989 single Warrior. 
At 62, a bespectacled Lydon these days rather 
endearingly reads his lyrics from a portfolio he’s carried 
onstage, old school but very cool for all that. 
With the band in full swing behind him, Lydon peers at 
us over his half-moon, Dumbledore-style eyewear. Any 
doubts we have as to whether the old warrior still has it 
are dispelled the moment he opens his mouth: the old 
magic is still there. 
I’ve seen PiL three times over the years but this marks 
�P�\���¿�U�V�W���Q�H�D�U���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�U�R�Z�G�����W�K�H���R�Q�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\��
I’ve had to see close at hand just how much Lydon puts 
into a show, the sheer love he has for what he’s doing. 
�+�H���L�V���T�X�L�W�H���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W���R�Q�V�W�D�J�H�����K�L�V���Y�R�L�F�H���D�Q���D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
force of nature despite the passage of years. 
Lydon has often stated the present incarnation of PiL is 
�W�K�H���E�H�V�W���H�Y�H�U�����$�V���W�K�H���V�H�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�H�V�������D���¿�Q�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
singles and choice album cuts from across PiL’s long and 
distinguished history - it is apparent just how comfortable 

�W�K�H���P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q�V���D�U�H���Z�L�W�K���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U�����U�D�]�R�U���V�K�D�U�S�����W�L�J�K�W���D�V��
any band on the planet.
With Lydon to the fore, guitarist Lu Edmonds is happy to 
take something of a back seat. The saturnine ex-Damned 
man proves more than master of PiL’s back catalogue, 
however, and provides the cutting edge over what is one 
of the best rhythm sections in the business. 
The tunes we crave are all here: Flowers Of Romance, 
a tremendous,extended version of (This Is Not A) Love 
Song, Death Disco, Cruel and set closer Rise (a full 
house singing: “Anger is an energy,” can be no bad 
thing - it’s just a pity we couldn’t channel that collective 
rage into our outside lives and use it to push for positive 
change) - and then we’re into the encores.
�$�V���W�K�H���E�D�Q�G���N�L�F�N�V���L�Q�W�R���P�D�J�Q�L�¿�F�H�Q�W���G�H�E�X�W���V�L�Q�J�O�H��Public 
Image, every middle-aged drunk in the place takes it as 
a cue to relive their youth by throwing themselves around 
with scant regard for life or limb - their own or anyone 
else’s - an almost comic hysteria barely softened by the 
opening chords of Open Up, Lydon’s 1994 collaboration 
�Z�L�W�K���G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�]�D�U�G�V���/�H�I�W�¿�H�O�G. 
A certain calm is restored as Open Up segues into 
Shoom, one of three tracks taken from 2015 release 
�:�K�D�W���7�K�H���:�R�U�O�G���1�H�H�G�V���1�R�Z�� Lydon at his sardonic best, 
his cynical yet playful assertion that “It’s all bollocks, 
innit?” takes us full circle back to 1977, when the use of 
that word in the title of the Sex Pistols debut album led to 
the band being charged with obscenity and taken to court 
where, to the delight of all, it was eventually thrown out. 
As the last notes fade away, it seems appropriate to 
recall Lydon’s famous question of an earlier era, when 
he mischievously asked of an American crowd: “Ever 
�J�H�W���W�K�H���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���F�K�H�D�W�H�G�"�´ Tonight, t’s safe to 
say, after this tremendous performance, that no one has. 
Thirty-two years on, all has been forgiven.
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Alcohol  
Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177 650
Drinkline 0300 123 1110
Crime   
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
Drugs  
Drugs Action Helpline  01224 594700
Dentist  
Emergency - G-Dens 111
Doctors  
NHS 24 Emergency 111
Electricity 
If you have a power-cut 105
Family Planning

Aberdeen Community Health  0345 337 9900
and Care Village
Gas  
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Gas emergency with a meter 0845 606 6766
Housing 

Emergency Repairs 01224 219 282
Call Centre Emergency 0845 608 0929 or 116 123
Police  
Non-emergency 101
Samaritans

Need to talk 01224 574 488 or 116 123
Social Work

Social Work Duty Team 0800 7315520
Emergency Out-Of-Hours 01224 693936
Young Carers

VSA 01224 212021 
Water

Scottish Water Emergency 0800 0778 778
CFINE 01224 596156
Pathways 01224 682 939
Woodside School  01224 484778
Kittybrewster School  01224 484451
Woodside Parish Church   01224 484562
St Machar Academy  01224 492855
St Machar Parent Support Project       01224 487813
Aberdeen Lads Club  01224 492672

Community Information for Woodside

Woodside Community Council

Meetings are held on the fi rst Tuesday of every month in 

the Fountain Grange Common Room at 7pm

Contact: woodsideccsec@gmail.com

Fersands and Fountain Community Project

01224 524925

Printfi eld Community Project

01224 276788

Woodside Fountain Centre

01224 485983

Woodside Library

10am – 1pm 2pm – 5pm

Contact: 01224 484534

Woodside Medical Practice

8am – 6pm

Contact: 01224 492828

Woodside Network

Contact: printfi eld@printfi eldproject.co.uk 

or mark@fersands.org

St Machar Credit Union

Info: Credit Unions are fi nancial co-operatives owned 

and controlled by their members, that offer savings 

accounts, low cost loans and other services.

Phone: 01224 276994

Opening hours: 9:30am – 4:30pm every weekday 

except Wednesday (12:30pm fi nish on a Wednesday)

Cash in your Pocket

Info: Working with partner organisations to reduce 

inequalities for people living in economic disadvantage 

within Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire.

Phone: 0800 953 4330

Citizen’s Advice

Info: Aberdeen Citizen’s Advice Bureau gives residents 

of Aberdeen free, confi dential and impartial advice on 

a range of topics including benefi ts, debt advice, work 

related problems, immigration and housing. 

Opening times: Wednesdays 10am-3pm in 

Woodside Community Centre

Legal Advice

There are law students who visit Woodside Community 

Centre every second Thursday. Their sessions started 

on the 26th of January and will run every two weeks 

from then. If you need legal advice you can visit them 

between 5:30 and 7pm in the centre. 
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